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LGBTQIA discussion confronts discrimination
Students told
to keep fighting
for justice and
equality in their
community
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by Charlie Guese
Editor-in-Chief
Entering the world as a member
of the LGBTQIA community is almost always a turbulent process.
For many LGBTQIA youth, acceptance of one’s identity from not
only others but also from within is
a long and painful experience that
can take years. Many encounter
the shackles of conventional and
societal expectations in coming
out to friends, family, and the
public. Even after becoming comfortable with one’s sexual identity,
the hardships do not always end
there. Many LGBTQIA individuals will also undergo continuous
discrimination, persecution, and
even violence from inside and
outside of their communities.
These were just some of the
themes discussed on Wednesday
at the LGBTQIA Luncheon in the
Soda Center. The luncheon, which
was organized by the Women’s
Resource Center and the PRIDE
student organization, featured a
frank keynote speech from Saint
Mary’s alumna Keelia Murphy.
Following the discussion, Wade
Meyer, a representative from the
Contra Costa County Rainbow
Community Center, brought to
light the disturbing statistics of
domestic violence within samesex relationships, same-sex sexual
assault, and the high violence and
murder rates committed against
transgender individuals. Before
the luncheon, Sister Dolores
Montini said a blessing.
Keelia Murphy described a
childhood upbringing that is
similar for many LGBTQIA youth:
politically and religiously con-
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Saint Mary’s alumna Keelia Murphy shares personal experiences with becoming more comfortable with ranges of sexuality and genders. (Olivia
Meme/COLLEGIAN)

servative parents while being
surrounded in a heteronormative
and binary world. After starting
the first gay-straight alliance in
high school, continuing education at Saint Mary’s, and joining
PRIDE, which was then known as
the Gay Straight Alliance, Murphy
became to feel more comfortable
with a personal identity.
“The more I learned, the more
liberated I felt. I felt like I was
getting closer to the words the
manners of being that felt comfortable for me, something I had
lacked for so many years before,”
Murphy said.
Murphy, who now works at the
Lorry I. Lokey Graduate School
in Business and Public Policy
Program at Mills College in Oakland, is comfortable in an identity
that encourages others to view
sexuality, gender, and gendered
language not as a binary but
rather as a spectrum of diversities reflecting the individuality of

every person.
Following the keynote speech,
Wade Meyer presented the services of the Rainbow Community
Center, as well as sobering statistics of violence and aggression
within the LGBTQIA community.
While domestic violence rates are
approximately the same among
same-sex couples as in heterosexual couples, according to Meyer,
same-sex partners are less likely
to seek help from criminal justice
as a result of the institutionalized
heteronormativity and discrimination that was also present in
Murphy’s stages of coming out.
Meyer encouraged open discussion around issues of violence
and discrimination within the
LGBTQIA community while also
acknowledging that more resources for abuse victims outside
the criminal justice system need
to be present, as not all abuse
is necessarily criminal. Meyer
also encouraged the audience to
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Wade Meyer talks about building the LGBTQIA community and promoting well being through his
organization, Contra Costa County Rainbow Community Center. (Olivia Meme/COLLEGIAN)

visit the Rainbow Community
Center, which provides community and volunteer service and
engagement in order to promote
well-being among the LGBTQIA
community.
“Our open queerness lights

the way for queer kids just now
coming into their identities,”
Murphy added. “When we discuss
the beauty of our differences, the
more we can help others to recognize the diversity in the human
condition.”

SMC alumni take the stage at 10th annual Lit Crawl

Published authors and poets gathered to share their work with students and lit crawlers
by Sofia Jeremias
Assistant News Editor
On Saturday, Oct. 18, literary enthusiasts made their way
through San Francisco’s Mission
District for the tenth annual Lit
Crawl, the world’s largest literary pub crawl. For over 3 hours,
authors and poets occupied bars,
laundromats, front porches, gift
shops, cafés, and book stores,
reading from their written work
and talked to the literary tourists
traversing the Mission District.
Over 500 performers took part
in Lit Crawl this year.
The event is the self proclaimed place “where literature
hits San Francisco’s Mission
District in a hot, sweet, and sticky
mess of words and word-nerds.”
However, Lit Crawl is just one

of the many events that took
place in celebration of words and
literature as part of LitQuake,
San Francisco’s annual literary
festival.
LitQuake took place over the
span of one week, beginning
Friday, Oct. 10, and ending on
Saturday, Oct. 18. The festival
included a Quinceañera in celebration of its 15th anniversary,
complete with workshops, mixers, and speakers on a wide range
of topics.
Amongst all the literary chaos
and excitement of Lit Crawl,
Saint Mary ’s College placed
itself within this community of
scholars. Stationed at Bay Blend
Coffee and Tea, Saint Mary ’s
alumni gathered to read excerpts
from their own literary works.
The authors included Joshua

Braff, Lily Brown, Rashaan Alexis
Meneses, Robert Andrew Perez,
and Susan Sasson. Braff is the author of three novels, Brown is the
author of the poetry collection
“Rust or Go Missing,” Menses is
a MacDowell Colony fellow and
resident at The International
Retreat for Writers, Perez is an
editor for speCt!, and Sasson is
currently working on a novel.
Braff read a chapter titled
“ What’s A 3-Way?” from the
novel he is currently writing,
“The Daddy Diaries.” The reading had the audience laughing
and snickering as Braff delved
into the awkwardness that arises
as teenagers begin to ask questions that parents struggle responding to.
Brown then read a series of
poems from a published compi-

lation. Her poetry included esoteric and quixotic lines such as
“dream is a vision unromantic to
disclose” and “how sea bends the
hand.” She concluded her reading
with a poem inspired by a trip to
the Sutro Bathhouses, asking “or
do we map-making with the love
we give?”
Menses presented a segment
from her novel “The Others Are
Strangers” and was followed by
Perez, who told the audience
he decided to mix up the usual
poetry reading protocol by placing a series of numbers on the
wall. The audience members
called out a number which corresponded to one of Perez’s poems.
A few of his poems were named
after, and inspired by, “teen romcoms” such as “Ten Things I Hate
About You” and “She’s All That.”

Despite Perez’s lively and comedic personality, his poems had a
darker hue to them, with lines
such as “to become more of you,
become less of you.” A number of
them were also inspired by “intersomnious,” the period of time
between being asleep and awake.
Sasson concluded the event
with a reading from the novel she
is currently working on, inspired
by her Kurdish-Jewish in-laws,
“ When Carrie Was a Bride.”
She informed the audience that
despite the many outrageous
occurrences and circumstances
of the novel, it was based on true
events. The chapter finished with
the bride stomping “her stiletto
heels and all on top of his [foot].”
With this crack of glass and possibly bone, the Saint Mary’s portion of Lit Crawl came to a close.
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“To act upon one’s convictions
while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people
when it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it,
a choice—”
—Ted Turner
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Missing Parrot Returns Home
with Spanish Accent
Four years ago, an African Gray
Parrot named Nigel managed to
escape its owner and went missing. Nigel’s whereabouts for the
four year period are completely
unknown, but the bird was found
by the owners of the Happy Tails
Dog Spa in Torrance, California.
The owners found the bird outside their house, caught it, and
then proceeded to report the
bird to Teresa Micco, who had
lost her own parrot a bit over half
a year ago. Micco used a scanner
to look for a microchip to check
the ownership of the parrot, but
the ownership information was
not hers. Micco, who happens
to be a veterinarian, then proceeded to track down the owner
that the bird was registered
to and returned the bird. The
true owner gratefully received
his companion back in a tearful reunion. The strange part,
however, is that Nigel originally
had a British accent when he
went missing, and now that he’s
returned is now speaking Spanish instead, often saying “What
happened” in Spanish.
Michael Dunn Finally Sentenced for Loud Music Killing
In November 2012, 17 yearold Jordan Davis of Marietta,
Georgia, was killed by 47 yearold Michael Dunn after the two
argued. Davis and three of his
friends were in a car playing
their music loudly as they were
parked outside of a convenience
store that Dunn had pulled into.
Dunn got into an argument with
the teenagers, which ended with
Dunn firing a total of 10 shots
at the vehicle. While the initial
shots scared the teenagers away,
Dunn continued to fire at the car
as they fled. At his first trial, the
jury convicted Dunn on three
accounts of attempted seconddegree murder, but the jury was
deadlocked on whether to charge
him with second-degree murder
and it was a mistrial. Now, with

the conclusion of his second
trial, Dunn has been convicted
of first-degree murder and is
sentenced to life in prison without parole.
Despite Planned Neg otiations, Protesters Still Battling
Police in Hong Kong
Early on Sunday, just after
midnight, protesters in Mong
Kok surged forward on another
attempt to push back and break
through police lines and barricades. In preparation for it, protesters even put on helmets and
goggles, and also used umbrellas
to protect themselves. As the
protesters attempted to break
the lines, officers used batons,
pepper spray, and riot shields in
an attempt to control the crowd.
Several protesters were beaten
and others were arrested. As
much as 500 police officers had
been mobilized to maintain the
protesters and prevent them
from breaking past a key intersection. The continued street
battles come as a surprise, considering that pro-Beijing leader
Leung Chun-ying had agreed to
meet with student leaders on
Tuesday, Oct. 21. The talks are
hoping to de-fuse the now three
week-long protests.
Giants Fan Catches Home-Run
Ball, Returns it to Ishikawa
Frank Burke, a lifelong Giants
fan, caught the final walk-off
home-run ball that sent the Giants to the World Series—and he
decided to give it back to the man
who hit the ball, Travis Ishikawa.
After Burke had the ball authenticated, he caught wind that
Ishikawa wanted the ball. So he
went down to the Giants clubhouse area and gave it to him. In
exchange, Ishikawa gave him a
signed baseball bat. Additionally,
as thanks, Burke also received
four tickets to Game 3 of the
World Series at San Francisco’s
AT&T Park. That game will be the
Giant’s first home game against
the Kansas City Royals.

Crime Beat
10/9/2014 11:25 a.m.
Incident: Vehicle Accident
Synopsis: Non-injury parties involved exchanged information in
Filippi Parking Lot; closed
10/9/2014 5:37 p.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Two accounting books,
valued over $500, went missing
from the SMC Bookstore; referred
to Moraga Police Department
10/12/2014 2:45 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assistance
Synopsis: Student suffered a broken
lower left leg in De La Salle Quad
Lawn and was transported to John
Muir Hospital; referred to Community Life and Health & Wellness
10/12/2014 4:33 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Accident
Synopsis: Parties involved exchanged information in the Soda
Center Lower Lot; closed
10/13/2014 2:10 p.m.
Incident: Information

Synopsis: Animal Welfare Check
in the Power Plant Weight Room
Parking Lot; referred to Human
Resources and Athletics
10/13/2014 10:20 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Violation
Synopsis: Student possessed marijuana and paraphernalia in Mitty
Hall; referred to Community Life
10/14/2014 5:18 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Smoke Detector alarm
was set off in De La Salle Hall-reason
unknown and no fire, scorching
or smoke was detected; referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services
10/14/2014 8:54 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assistance
Synopsis: Injury sustained at the
Power Plant-possible dislocated
shoulder-transported to John Muir
Hospital; referred to Community
Life, Health & Wellness and the
Head Athletic Trainer

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

Meerkat Babies Born in Point
Defiance Zoo, Ready for First
Appearance
On Sept. 26, four new meerkat babies, known as “ kits,”
were born at the Point Defiance
Zoo in Tacoma, Wash. With the
new additions of the babies, the
meerkat population at the zoo is
now at 21. The babies are so small
that they only weigh about 90
grams. These meerkats are native to the Kalahari Desert and
much of the Namibian Desert in
southwestern Angola and South
Africa. Meerkats reach maturity around one year-old and can
breed year-round. The meerkats
were on exhibit for the first time
on the weekend of Oct. 18.
Final Revision of Vatican
Document Eliminates Progressive Elements
Bishops at the Vatican revised
a document on Catholic Church

teachings Saturday. The most
noticeable change to the document was a three paragraph
section entitled “ Welcoming
homosexuals,” which was present in drafts disclosed to the
public. The section introduced
potential church ideology and
parameters for accepting LGBT
individuals into the Catholic
Church, saying that gays and
lesbians “should be welcomed
with respect and sensitivity.”
The section was initially praised
by church progressives as a
great step in the right direction.
However, the new revisions of
the document eliminated the
more specific language, making
it more vague and essentially
reiterating earlier church statements such as “discrimination
against gays should be avoided.”
The document was issued at the
conclusion of a two-week assembly of 200 Catholic bishops
from around the world.

HAVE A
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News

Snapshots

Campus
Calendar
One Planet Film Festival
Tuesday, October 21
6:30 p.m.
Galileo 201
Contact Kenneth Worthy
kaw9@stmarys-ca.edu

The League of Women Voters met with students to discuss registering to vote for the upcoming
elections during community time on Wednesday, Oct. 15. (Kaylee Baker/COLLEGIAN)

Students discuss the importance of voting in the upcoming election with members of the
League of Women Voters. (Kaylee Baker/COLLEGIAN)

Catalina Torres Night
to Remember
Tuesday, October 21
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Women’s Resource Center
Contact Gillian Cutshaw
x4193
Student Recital Series
Wednesday, October 22
1:15 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Martin Rokeach
x4682
Latin American Film Festival
Wednesday, October 22
6:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Maria Luisa Ruiz
mlruiz@stmarys-ca.edu
What Matters Most: Book
Launch and Dialogue
Thursday, October 23
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Leadership
leadership@stmarys-ca.edu

As part of Love is Louder week, students played dodgeball in Madigan gym to learn more about
the danger of stigmas. (Andrew Nguyen/COLLEGIAN)

Dodge Stigma Dodgeball Tournament had players snatching dodge balls as part of the Love is
Louder Week activities put on by the Women’s Resource Center. (Andrew Nguyen/COLLEGIAN)

JOIN YOUR COLLEGE
NEWSPAPER.
MONDAY AT 6PM
IN DANTE 117.
stmaryscollegian.com

Dr. Danny Brassell: Bringing
Joy Back into the Classroom
Saturday, October 25th
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Jeannie Harberson
x4936
The 3 Most Important Things
on Your LinkedIn Profile
Tuesday, October 28th
1:15-2:15 p.m.
Brother Urban Gregory Hall
Contact Career Center
x4600

Planning an event?
Want it in The Collegian?
E-mail us with the details
of your event at:
smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more information:
(925) 631-4279
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.

4

California’s
“Yes Means
Yes” passes
by Meg Birgen
Contributing Writer

O

n Sept. 28, California Gove r n o r Je r r y B r ow n a p proved SB-967, popularly referred to as the “Yes Means Yes
Bill.” The basic point of the bill
is that any state-funded college
in California must have a school
policy that includes an affirmative consent standard. This
means exactly what it sounds
like. In order to have sex, you
have to have a clear, unambiguous “yes” from your partner.
Everyone involved in whatever
actions are taking place should
be happy to be where they are
and doing what they are doing.
Some may question the need
for such a bill. They may think
that it is unnecessary, since everybody should know that rape
is unacceptable. The problem
that this bill is trying to address,
however, is that not all people
seem to know exactly what
rape is. To be clear, rape is sex
without consent. The question
that arises from this definition is: what is the definition
of consent? Thanks to this new
law, that definition is now clear.
Consent does not apply when
a person is blackout drunk or
passed out and unable to say no.
It is not present in an abusive
relationship when someone is
afraid to say no. It is the presence of an undisputed yes.
The approval of SB -967
means that college disciplinary
policies will have to expand and
that schools will have to make
sure that rape accusations and
cases are handled seriously.
No one can claim that it was a
“misunderstanding ” or a “date
gone wrong.” Survivors will be
heard, and perpetrators will be
punished. It means that people
who would have stayed silent
out of shame or fear can stand
up for their right to safety and
justice.
This will not have a huge
effect across the Saint Mary’s
College campus since the Undergraduate Student Handbook already defines consent
as “unambiguous and willing
participation or cooperation in
act or attitude that is commonly
understood to be consistent
with the exercise of free will”
and states that the student must
“ have clearly communicated
their willingness, cooperation,
or permission to participate in a
specific sexual activity.” We are
lucky that our administration
cares enough to make sure that
we are protected; now, college
students across the state will
now enjoy this protection.
The fact that this has to actually be codified into law is
an indicator that something is
terribly wrong with our society.
Nevertheless, at least California
has taken steps to make sure
that college students, a particularly vulnerable age group for
this issue, can take action and
be heard if they are hurt. We can
only hope that other states heed
the call and follow the path that
California has started to pave.
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Opinion

Columbus Day has ongoing unethical connotations
The holiday memorializes genocide and celebrates a long history of Western dominance
by Jacob Turnrose
Contributing Writer

L

ast Monday, I woke up and grudgingly checked my iPhone calendar, knowing what I would see.
Sure enough, it marked another
year in which America embraces
cultural insensitivity and oppression. What I am referring to, of
course, is seeing Columbus Day on
the second Monday of October. I’m
sure you’ve all heard the arguments
of why we should not recognize
Christopher Columbus as a hero.
This article isn’t going to explain
how Columbus carried diseases
with him, causing the deaths of
many of the indigenous people of
North America — you should know
that by now. However, I am going
to examine what hopefully will be a
new perspective on what it means
to celebrate this outrageous holiday.
The United States — with the exception of Italy, Belize, and Uruguay
— is the only country to recognize
the second Monday of October as
Columbus Day. For the rest of the
Latin American countries, Columbus Day is the Day of the Race, for
Spain it is the Day of Respect for
Culture, and for Argentina it is the
Day of the Americas. Select cities
within America — such as Minneapolis and Seattle — have joined them
in refusing to celebrate Columbus
Day under its traditional name.
Even Berkeley, right in our own

backyard, calls the second Monday
of October Indigenous People’s Day.
It’s time to recognize the genocide
committed by Columbus and his
successors and join this progression
to change the name.
Unfortunately, the federal government has declined to do so. This
refusal is obviously a slap in the face
to Native Americans. However, it
goes farther than that; celebrating
Columbus Day is embracing Western dominance. Spain completely
dominated the native people of the
Americas, massacring entire tribes
and decimating their homes. That
fact that Columbus Day embraces
colonialism is especially touchy
because Western dominance is
still present today. Multi-national
companies extract resources from

Courtesy of Wikipedia

less developed countries and make
a profit without a care for the native people and the environment.
Just look at BP’s oil spill in the Gulf
of Mexico a couple of years ago.
The multi-billion dollar company,
which is based in the UK, showed
extreme carelessness toward the
wellbeing of the environment. The
only reason this disaster received
such attention was because its effects weren’t limited to people in
the third world.
Another, much more widespread
example is Westernization (or
Americanization) throughout the
world. American culture is swallowing other countries alive. On a trip to
the Dominican Republic a couple of
years back, I watched a music video
station on the television and almost

every single artist featured was
American. The station was devoid of
any Domincan-based music. Also, of
the top ten global brands in the Dominican Republic, seven of them are
American. Again, in my time in the
Dominican Republic, I saw endless
cans of Coca-Cola or bags of Fritos
in mini-marts and grocery stores. To
get ahold of local goods, like coffee
or jam, I had to buy them from the
makers themselves, who had short
supply. The problem with this influx
of American goods and culture is
that it is killing off the economies of
smaller countries. The amount of local goods and culture in developing
countries will continue to diminish
because they cannot compete with
their Western counterparts in a
global marketplace.
When we celebrate Columbus
Day, we are not only endorsing
what Columbus did to indigenous
peoples, but we are also supporting
the domination of other cultures.
The United States is overwhelming
societies with no regard for local
customs and cultures more than
any other Western country. If we
don’t want to be associated with
Western domination, we need to
denounce what happened in the
16th century and advocate change in
how our country treats other societies. The truth is that we can’t remove
ourselves from this problematic
system, but with enough awareness
and public will, we can change it.

Activist Malala Yousafzai wins the Nobel Peace Prize

She joins the legion of female role models and demonstrates the importance of education

by Ashwin Srinivasan
Contributing Writer

O

n Oct. 10, the Nobel Peace
Prize was awarded to Malala Yousafzai (along with Kailash
Satyarthi). At only 17, she is the
youngest person in human history to receive this prestigious
honor. Alfred Nobel established
the Nobel Prizes, which were
first awarded in 1901, in order
to encourage research in the
different fields, as well as to
recognize those activities undertaken by individuals which
brought about a “fraternity of
nations.” Malala won the prize
for her activism in petitioning
for girls’ right to education in
particular, and children’s right
to education in general. Born
in Pakistan, getting any kind
of education was not easy for
Malala, as the Taliban notoriously prohibits girls from going
to school.
The promotion of girls’ education is such an important cause
that no amount of editorializing
about it would be adequate.
There are many reasons for this:
first and foremost, education
provides literacy. If substantial
amounts of a population are
illiterate (due to social forces
outside their control), then the
agency and empowerment of
this population can be significantly reduced.
According to the Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen, “The analysis
of Indian district-level data
does not yield any statistically
significant, definite pattern on
the connection between women’s outside employment and

the survival of children. Female
literacy, in contrast, is found to
have an unambiguous and statistically significant impact on
under-five mortality, even after
controlling for male literacy.
This is consistent with growing
evidence of a close relationship
between literacy and child survival in many countries in the
world, and particularly intercountry comparisons.”
There is also growing evidence that when girls are treated equally to boys (that is, given
equal opportunities and resources), they do the same, if
not better, in various academic
disciplines.
According to Peg Tyre’s enlightening book “The Trouble
with Boys,” “In grades 5-8, girls’
grades were higher than boys

across all four core subjects
(reading, writing, science and
math).” This fact adds more food
for thought: “Language Arts —
Girls outperform boys across
seven ITBS Language Arts
scores (Total Reading, Reading
Comprehension, Language Arts
Aggregate, Total Languag e,
Punctuation, Capitalization,
Usage and Expression).”
Given the evidence that when
girls have a chance to succeed
they come through with flying
colors, it’s no wonder Malala
deserves the Nobel Prize. Its difficult to imagine the amount of
damage the Taliban’s cruel ban
on female education is doing to
hold girls back from excelling in
all kinds of endeavors.
I can’t help but think that Malala will join the ranks of other

Courtesy of the New York Post

female role models — Amelia
Earhart (the first female to
fly solo across the Atlantic),
Angela Merkel (chancellor of
Germany), and countless other
females who serve, and have
served, as role models to their
peers and family.
Malala paid an enormous
price for simply expressing the
desire to go to school — the Taliban shot her, and by some miracle, she survived this ordeal. I
think that receiving the Nobel
Peace Prize reinforces the idea
that education for all is an ideal
and a tool with which a nation’s
citizens can be empowered to
take on the challenges that life
presents. The lesson we can all
learn from Malala’s award is
that it takes courage to stand up
for what you believe in.
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Opposing Opinions
We debate: To brunch, or not to brunch?
BRUNCH IS GREAT

Brunch is a time to treat yourself and celebrate with others

Eggs benedict, some crispy bacon, and chai teas are more than worth the wait. (Courtesy of Wikipedia)

by Tori Stringer
Assistant Opinion Editor

B

runch: not second breakfast,
not elevensies, but brunch.
What’s the difference? Brunch
is not just another meal in the
day — it’s an occasion. It’s the
kind of thing that high society
does on a beautiful Sunday afternoon or that you indulge in
with a friend or your family to
celebrate a recent achievement.
You don’t just brunch every day;
you save it for a special day. You
get a little dressed up, and you
eat something special.
Brunch is usually an activity
reserved for special occasions,
which means it is associated
with celebration. It’s like when

you were little and you used to
get a lollipop at the end of your
doctor’s visit — it’s positive reinforcement. If brunch is always
a celebration (and it usually is),
then it always has a good connotation attached to it.
Brunch occurs at the absolute
perfect time of day. Breakfast
just happens too early. Normal
breakfast hours will run on
average from 7-9 a.m. However,
once you hit the magic hour of
10-11 a.m., brunch time can begin. That means you get to sleep
in a bit, have a casual morning,
and then stroll out to your meal,
content and ready for the day.
However, what’s the best
thing about brunch? Special
foods. No, you don’t just order

eggs or pancakes; you order eggs
benedict, or an omelet with prosciutto, or blackberry-stuffed
french toast. And you always,
always order a side of bacon
because brunch is a time to treat
yourself. Not to mention, a nice
large cappuccino or chai tea
with a little design drawn into
the foam on top. Brunch food is
an indulgence, and people wait
and wait just to order those special, delectable foods. Brunch
has a menu of its own, and it is
always worth the wait.
Brunch is not a waste of time,
or some fancy excuse to eat
breakfast later in the morning;
it is a savory treat that allows
people to indulge and celebrate
with delicious food.

BRUNCH IS FOR CHUMPS

Brunch is a pretentious meal invented by the yuppie empire

Who doesn’t want to line up in the early hours of weekend mornings with 100 of your closest friends for brunch? (Courtesy of Kindra)

by Charlie Guese
Editor-in-Chief

W

hat could possibly be a
greater sign of the rise of
the yuppie techie empire than
an arguably invented meal that
can’t decide what time of day it
should be?
The answer to that question is
obviously brunch. While brunch
was once the charming one time
of the year on Easter morning
when my family would go to my
grandmother’s house for French
toast and her special sweet,
chilled strawberries, brunch has
now become the out-of-control
networking and hangover extravaganza for our generation.

5

Every week, Bay Area restaurants are unveiling new brunch
menus to the masses with items
that are so bizarre that I halfwonder if the chefs are secretly
in a competition to see how
many inedible things people
will actually eat as long as it’s
put on a wood-carved menu
and fine china. Some samplings
of brunch menus in the area include pork trotter terrine with
fried quail eggs and chile oil
at Verbena on Polk St., challah
French toast and kimchi fried
rice and smoked fish and griddled bread at Bluestem Brasserie in the Financial District,
or red flannel hash with braised
brisket, beets, poached eggs and

a horseradish creme fraiche at
Serpentine in the Dogpatch.
Can someone please explain
to me what half of those things
are? Or better yet, whether they
are actually enjoyable? Getting
some cinnamon buns or a nowobsolescent scone the morning
after a big night out won’t cut
it for us anymore. The foodism
trend that has swept the nation
and engulfed the entirety of the
Mission is now ruining brunch,
a meal that was previously
benign and innocuous, with
pretentiousness and obscurity
for pretentiousness and obscurity’s sake. If we don’t stop the
foodism trend now, what will
be next?

Thinking pink isn’t enough

Awareness is not as valuable as a donation

by Katie Walsh
Business Manager

O

ctober usually brings the
thought of crisp autumn
leaves, pumpkin patches, and
Halloween festivities. But along
with these things, October also
brings attention to the phrase
“think pink.” Seeing a pink Volvo
being driven around, a giant pink
ribbon painted on the field during NFL games, or high school
football games hosting a “pink
out” should be expected this
October, as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month is nothing new. While the increased
awareness of the deadly disease
is great, there is a difference
between becoming aware of the
disease and actually donating or
contributing to organizations
that are trying to find a cure.
The apparent commodifica-

If we encourage people
to not just “think pink”
but actually to go and
donate toward breast
cancer research, then
we would be one step
closer to finding a
cure instead of merely
causing awareness.
tion of this disease within the
last couple decades makes me
question the effectiveness of
the pink movement, especially
when not all of the donations
for breast cancer actually go
toward research to find a cure.
Many companies want to try to
“lighten up” breast cancer, and
there has been an increase in the
amount of different campaigns.
A Facebook campaign where
women were asked to post a
status update saying where they
like to put their purse, without
using the word purse, resulted
in some rather suggestive updates. Some updates came out
as “I like it on the kitchen table,”
which were designed to catch
other users’ attention, but this
left me wondering how these
status updates actually encouraged one take action against
breast cancer, not just spread

awareness about the disease.
Some other campaigns include
Delta Airlines painting one of
their aircrafts pink, which flew
from Atlanta to New York earlier this year for its 10th annual
Breast Cancer One flight and
P.F Chang ’s painting the large
horses outside their restaurants
pink and donating one dollar for
every sushi roll sold or for every picture taken with the pink
horses put on social media with
the hashtag #PaintPFChangsPink.
While it is fun seeing the cleverness put into these campaigns,
it seems as if some companies
are just jumping on the pink
bandwagon during October,
creating products that seem to
promote breast cancer awareness but do not give much, if any,
of the proceeds to organizations
that help fight the disease. If the
pink movement is not as effective as it could be because not
much of the money from the
products being sold is actually
going to research, then companies should promote donating
to research centers directly.
If people who spend money
on a pink ribbon key chain or
bracelet donated to a research
center instead, all of the money
intended to support breast cancer research would make it to
the destination that they buyer
claims to support by wearing the
wristband.
But it can prove quite difficult
to get people to donate if they
do not receive any incentive,
which makes these campaigns
more useful. So when supporting Breast Cancer Awareness
campaigns, make sure to ask a
few simple questions. thinkbeforeyoupink.org recommends
asking how much, if any, of
these proceeds are actually going to support breast cancer
programs, which organizations
will receive the money, and if
there is a “cap” on the amount
of money the company will donate. If we encourage people to
do more than just “think pink”
but to actually go and donate to
breast cancer research, then we
would be much closer to finding
a cure instead of merely creating
awareness. Donate at http://
ww5.komen.org.
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CELEBRATIONS IN THE BAY

Indigenous Peoples’ Day replaces Columbus Day in Berkeley
by Brandon English
Contributing Writer
With regards to Columbus Day,
many often forget to acknowledge the true pioneers of this
country: the indigenous people
who first cultivated the land of
the Americas. On the morning
of Saturday, Oct. 11, indigenous
people of several tribes, along
with Bay Area locals, congregated
for Indigenous Peoples’ Day.
This event celebrates the legacy
and traditions of various Native
American cultures through music, storytelling, and dance.
In 1977, native peoples began
to fight the celebration of colonialism and sought to replace
Columbus Day with Indigenous
Peoples’ Day. Activists hoped
to expose the historical truths
about the invasions and genocide
their people endured and looked
forward to celebrating indig-

enous resistance. Fast-forward
to 1992, and Columbus Day was
replaced in the city of Berkeley
by a celebration and powwow that
has allowed locals to learn about
Native American culture and

Courtesy of the San Francisco Chronicle

their presence in the Bay Area
community.
This year, Civic Center Park
in Berkeley filled with particpants as the celebration started
with a speech by Peter Nelson

ALBUM REVIEW

Childish Gambino’s newest album

Mixtapes, perserverance and success lead to “STN MTN/Kauai”

Courtesy of Stereo Gum

by Justin Gold
Staff Writer
Comedian. Actor. Rapper.
Singer. Producer. Writer.
Rarely do these words combine
to perfectly describe an individual’s skill set, but anything less
descriptive would be an insult
of monumental proportions to
Donald Glover, the multi-talented phenom that hip-hop fans
and internet jockeys worldwide
have come to know as Childish
Gambino.
While anyone could spot the
talent oozing from his pores from
a mile away, things haven’t always come as easily as one would
expect for the sextuple threat.
Success and recognition
proved to be elusive for Glover,
as he stumbled early on when trying to get his feet wet in the world
of rap. His collegiate background
and clean-cut appearance don’t
exactly resemble the prototypical
hip-hop artist.
Perseverance proved paramount, as a steady stream of
mixtapes lead to the production
of his debut EP, simply entitled
“EP.” Buzz from that project
lead to a fabled meeting with Jay
Z, a record deal with Glass Note
recordings, and the production
of his first commercial album
“Camp” in 2011.
But even with the success of
those early projects coupled with
an ever-growing fan base, there
was still a feeling that Gambino
stood on the outskirts of rap’s
inner circle — that is, until the
release of his sophomore album
“Because the Internet” in De-

cember of 2013.
The album, which was accompanied by a 72-page screen play,
debuted at No. 7 on the Billboard
Top 200, and No. 1 for a brief moment on Billboard’s vinyl sales
chart. Gambino’s growth as an
artist was evident, as he utilized
witty word play and colorful
lyricism to address the powerful
tool the internet has become,
all while exploring its potential
to be a weapon of social mass
destruction.
And why quit when you’re
ahead? This seems to be the attitude that Gambino has adopted
with the release of his latest project, titled “STN MTN/Kauai.”
Between a worldwide tour and
production of his new sitcom
series “Atlanta,” Donald Glover
found the time to release an 18
track project, which is split into
a downloadable mixtape and an
EP that can be bought via iTunes.
For the first part of the mixtape, he collaborates with DJ
Drama to deliver the famed
“gangsta grillz” style: a privilege
reserved only for hip-hop’s most
esteemed artists, which is almost
like a right of passage for Gambino, cementing his place as one
of rap’s most relevant MCs.
Listeners follow Glover
through a dream-like world in
which he is at the pinnacle of his
career and the center of public
attention. He dreams of a new
golden age for Atlanta, complete
with roller rinks, strip clubs (with
Mother’s Day off ), and Chick-filA’s that are open on Sundays.
Stylistically, Gambino takes
an “anything you can do I can do
better” approach by rapping over
beats from other artists’ songs
such as “Money Baby,” “Go DJ,”
“Move That Dope,” and “All Y’all,”
generally delivering verses that
are more appealing and worthwhile than the originals.
He also pays homage to Usher
Raymond halfway through with
an odd yet cool poetic remake of
the hit “You Don’t Have to Call.”
The few original tracks that are
scattered throughout the tape

provide a good look at Gambino’s
newfound ability to take on a
“gangsta rap” style, something
he hadn’t displayed on previous
releases.
Eventually, listeners hear
Gambino’s dream come to an
abrupt end as he wakes up in
Kauai, ushering in the second
half of the project.
Fortunately for fans, this is
one of the few times that reality
is better than a dream.
“Kauai” sees Glover blur the
lines between R&B, rap, pop, and
spoken word in a surprisingly
refreshing and creative way. It
is every bit the soundtrack to a
relaxing week long getaway to a
tropical island — if that getaway
came complete with profound
philosophical inquiries and oneliners from Jaden Smith. This
part of the project is almost exclusively Gambino rapping and
singing, with a few appearances
from his brother, Steve G. Lover,
and monologues from Jaden
Smith that work surprisingly well
within the context of the songs
in which they appear. Fans that
make it to the end of the EP are
rewarded with a groovy, beach
picnic remix of Gambino’s hit
radio single “3005.”
Ultimately, “STN MTN/Kauai”
is a creative concept project that
should be played from start to
finish in order for both fans and
those who are not familiar with
Childish Gambino to get the most
out of their listening experience.
Let’s face it, though: creativity
is nothing new for Gambino; he’s
rewritten the rules of hip-hop
and paved the way for people
who don’t fit the archaic mold of
the traditional fan or artist. His
ability to connect with people
from all rungs of the social ladder
has allowed him to bring in a wide
range of fans.
And it is precisely Glover’s
ability to create those connections that will ensure his success
and a skyrocketing fan base until
3005.
Grade: ADownload: Everything

about Indigenous Archaeology
in Central California. He spoke
about the history and ancestry of
each tribe. In acknowledgement
of what the speaker said, members of the indigenous and nonindigenous communities came
together to start the celebration.
In honor of their ancestors and
fallen warriors, a Gourd Dance
was performed in the powwow
arena at the center of the Civic
Center Park Field. Drummers
huddled around a mother drum
and sang proudly as the men of
the tribes danced in circles while
shaking instruments and chanting. Surrounding the men, the
women danced in place with their
printed shawls in support of the
men of the tribe.
In the afternoon, people of all
ages and tribes paraded in their
regalias, leaving the Berkeley
community astounded. Feathers, headdresses, and intricate,
colorful beaded clothing vitalized
the powwow arena. Before taking
photos, people asked permission

of the natives in respect of the
regalias they were wearing. Members of the tribes intermixed with
the locals and informed them of
the meaning and origin of their
attire. Later in the day, open intertribal dancing took place in the
powwow arena, which included
not only the indigenous people,
but also the local community.
People in full regalia and streetwear alike joined together as the
drummers continued to play.
Vendors sold handmade crafts,
clothing, and trinkets that represented their culture for those who
wished to commemorate their experience at Indigenous Peoples’
Day. And as the festivities simmered down, people shook hands
and left, enlightened by their
experience with such rich Native
American heritage. With 22 years
of annual celebration, ancestors
of native tribes would be proud
to see the strength of their community and culture living on and
influencing modern generations.

LIFE TIPS

Shake up your snacks

Mason jar salads are creative and portable
by Alexander Wu
Contributing Writer
If you talk to any student on
campus, what would be one of their
top problems? If you said, “trying
to find a cheap and easy meal that
is also healthy,” then this handy
idea for a mason jar salad is for you.
With all of the flavor and nutrition
of a bed of greens in a small package, it’s both an economical and
healthy option for the starving
college student.
Mason jar salads have been circulating the Internet on sites like
Pinterest for some time now and
have been gaining the attention of
new fans, converts, and so-called
“salad gurus.” While I may not be
on the level of a “Mixed Greens
Messiah” yet, I think a brief rundown on assembling a mason jar
salad falls within my expertise.
You will need: one widemouthed mason jar, your favorite
salad dressing, fruits and vegetables (tomatoes, broccoli, celery, cucumbers, etc.), healthy fats (beans,
avocado, nuts, seeds, etc.), pasta
and grains, proteins and cheese
(chicken, seafood, crumbled feta,
blue cheese, etc.), and lettuce.
Step 1: Prepare the mason jar
by putting in your dressing first
so that the salad won’t get soggy.
Usually a couple tablespoons is
enough, depending on the size of
the jar. I prefer a nice balsamic
vinaigrette, but anything will work.
(Tip: If you’re using a thicker dressing, it’ll take a little more shaking
or stirring to get it mixed when
you eat.)
Step 2: Put in a nice thick layer
of those hearty veggies right on
top of the dressing. Tomatoes and
peppers are my personal favorites,
but any vegetable that can resist
absorption of your dressing will
work nicely.
Adding a layer of mushrooms or
other veggies can help to keep the
dressing from permeating into the
rest of the ingredients.
Step 3: Time for the pasta and

Courtesy of www.liveinthenow.com

grains. I wouldn’t recommend
spaghetti since it won’t mix as well
as other pastas. I find that bowtie
or rotini pasta works the best. If
you’re feeling really daring, a type
of small ravioli that you wouldn’t
mind eating cold can add a little
more variety to your salad.
Step 4: Here is where you put
your various proteins, like eggs,
chicken, and cheese. Simple grilled
chicken breast is always a good
choice but seafood can also work if
you feel like shrimp or crab.
Step 5: For the final layer, put in
the lettuce, along with any seeds
and nuts you want. When selecting
the lettuce for your mason jar, you
want to look for a variety with dark
leaves such as spinach or mixed
greens since these types have the
most vitamins and nutrition. Iceberg lettuce is basically just water
in the form of a leaf.
After assembling your salad, seal
it tight and put it in your fridge. If
you’re making this ahead of time,
these jars can keep your food fresh
for close to 5 days. Use this article
as a guide, but it works best if you
experiment with what you think is
best according to your taste.
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PLAY BALL

ON THE ICE

World Series: Cinderella Royals vs. veteran Giants NHL preUnderdog Royals look to defy all odds and the Giants look for their third victory in five years
view and
predictions

For the San Francisco Giants
and the Kansas City Royals, both
offenses are cut from the same
cloth. Situational small-ball, as it
seems, is the key to both teams’
success in the regular season
and even more so in the postseason. Led by former MVP Buster
Posey, who is batting 0.309, and
former World Series MVP Pablo
Sandoval, who is in the midst
of a 13-game postseason hitting
streak and leading the team in
batting average (0.326), the Giants’ offense has scrapped runs
across the board in various ways.
Whether it be from throwing
errors, bunts, or base hits, the
Giants have found ways to score,

afternoon matchup against the
Loyola Marymount Lions.
It did not take long for the
Gaels to avenge their loss to San
Diego. It started in the 4th minute on a cross kick into the box.
The ball deflected off a Lions defender and trickled into the net.
Max Mirner, who was injured for
most of the year, made his presence known with the second goal

of the afternoon for the Gaels.
Mirner hit a through ball to Carlo
Eikani, who was able to beat the
keeper in the 34th minute of
play. Loyola Marymount came
out roaring in the second half,
opening with ten shots to Saint
Mary’s zero. Although Loyola
Marymount came out with aggressive play in the second half,
they could not deliver and fell to

Saint Mary’s 2-0. This moves the
Gaels to an overall record of 8-4-2
(1-1-0 in the WCC) and drops the
Lions to 7-4-3 (1-1-0).
Saint Mary’s has the next week
of play off, but the Gaels will
return to Saint Mary’s Stadium
soon to face University of San
Francisco and Santa Clara University on Oct. 31 and Nov. 2,
respectively.

Women’s Volleyball
Thurs. vs. Santa Clara, 7:00 p.m.
Sat. vs. San Francisco, 1:00 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
Fri. @ Saint Mary’s Fall Invitational
Sat. @ Saint Mary’s Fall Invitational
Sun. @ Saint Mary’s Fall Invitational

Women’s Soccer
Sat. @ Pacific, 7:00 p.m.

#GoGaels

with an average of 4.1 runs pergame. The Kansas City Royals,
led by first baseman Eric Hosmer
(who has a batting average of
0.448) have also took to the same
strategy of small ball. Through the
use of world-class base stealers
Terrance Gore and Lorenzo Cain,
the Royals have made the most
out of the hit-and-run and putting
base runners in scoring position.
In the postseason, the Royals have
averaged 5.2 runs per game.
Say what you want about the Giants committing 100 errors during the regular season, but their
defense in the postseason has
been more than adequate. With
only three errors in 10 games,
the defense has been strengthened by diving catches from the
likes of Hunter Pence and Travis

Ishikawa and clutch double plays
and throws by the slick and rangy
shortstop Brandon Crawford. The
Royals defense, however, has been
equally as good, if not better. The
headline player to watch is no
doubt ALCS MVP centerfielder
Lorenzo Cain. One could argue
that he’s been the best defender
in the playoffs, as his unbelievable
range has allowed him to make
spectacular catches that most
players couldn’t.
What else can be said about
Giants ace Madison Bumgarner?
He’s been dominant on the road
with a 3-0 record and a 0.78 ERA
in 23 innings. This postseason,
he has a 1.42 ERA, 0.76 WHIP, 28
strikeouts, and only five walks
in 31.2 innings. Though the rest
of the pitching staff hasn’t per-

Men’s soccer splits opening WCC road games

Gaels rebound against Loyola Marymount after late goals end winning streak at San Diego
by Daniel Conmy
Sports Editor
Road games are always difficult, and this is amplified when
conference play starts. The Saint
Mary’s men’s soccer team began
conference action on the road
against University of San Diego
and Loyola Marymount University.
It was a tough result to swallow
for the Gaels in San Diego, as they
lost 2-0 on late goals from the Toreros. An even first half brought
seven shots from each side, but
the Toreros took advantage in
the second half, outshooting the
Gaels 7-2. It took a while, but San
Diego scored the first goal of the
match in the 82nd minute on a
blistering strike from Connor
Brandt that found the back of
the net. Saint Mary’s could not
score an equalizer, and San Diego
added an insurance goal in the
next minute. The Gaels, still hampered by injury, fell in the first
match in WCC play. They sought
to redeem themselves in a Sunday

Sports This
Week

by Allie Steele
Contributing Writer
This NHL season will be full of
excitement. The race to the finals
will take a lot of twists and turns on
its long journey to the presentation
of Lord Stanley’s Cup. Will the Los
Angeles Kings continue their reign
as NHL Champions or will they be
dethroned?
Experts have decided on probable winners for each division. In
the Atlantic Division, the Boston
Bruins look to continue their
playoff streak, anchored by goalie
Tukka Rask. The Metropolitan
winner will either be the Pittsburgh Penguins, led by Sidney
Crosby, or the New York Rangers,
fueled by dominant goaltending from Henrik Lundqvist. The
Central Division champions will
be the Chicago Blackhawks, led by
perennial all-stars Patrick Kane
and Jonathan Toews. However, the
St. Louis Blues have been named
the sleeper in this division. In the
Pacific Division, the edge goes to
the Anaheim Ducks or the Los Angeles Kings. However, the San Jose
Sharks could be a threat as well.
Many are predicting another
Stanley Cup victory from the Los
Angeles Kings, led by Jonathan
Quick, though it is extraordinarily
hard to win back-to-back titles.
The sheer length of an 82-game
season (before the playoffs even
start) makes it difficult to assume
that the team on top at the start
will be the champion in the end.
Playing 82 games, making it to the
playoffs, then winning 16 games
needed to win the Stanley Cup is
a grueling task for even the best
hockey team.
If you ask me, the San Jose
Sharks will take it all this year.
The teal and white still have power
players like Joe Thornton, Patrick
Marleau, Scott Hannon, and Joe
Pavelski. However, they also have
strong young players as well, including Logan Couture, Tomas
Hertl, and Tommy Wingels. The
Sharks are also solid in goal with
Antti Niemi and Alex Stalock.
Injuries to star players can
change the season outlook very
quickly. The San Jose Sharks look
ready for another run in the postseason, but because the playoffs
have not been kind to them in the
past, some would argue that there
is a postseason curse on them.
The Boston Bruins will continue
to be a physical team from the East,
and the Pittsburgh Penguins will
always be a team to look out for
because of their superstars Sidney
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. The
West looks forward to a wild race,
as all the California teams have a
shot to make it to the Stanley Cup
Finals. I say watch out for the San
Jose Sharks to be a notable contender in the West.

Royals and Giants come in with almost identical ERA’s. (Courtesy of news.nom.co)

by Tim Choy
Staff Writer

formed at that level, the Giants
are getting solid performances
from Tim Hudson (3.29 ERA)
and Jake Peavey (1.86 ERA). As a
whole, the Giants’ starting pitchers have accumulated a solid 2.30
ERA over the course of 10 games.
The Royals, while they are without an ace such as Bumgarner,
have received noteworthy contributions from James Shields,
Yordano Ventura, and Jason
Vargas. Though there has been
inconsistency with the Royals’
pitching, all three of these pitchers feature high quality pitches.
As always, the Giant’s bullpen
has been consistent and reliable
in the postseason, with the exception of Game 2 of the NLCS, in
which the bullpen yielded three
runs. Led by relievers Santiago
Casilla, Yusmerio Petit, Sergio
Romo, Jeremy Affedlt, Javier
Lopez, and Hunter Stickland, the
bullpen has posted an ERA under
2.00 in the postseason. The Royals, on the other hand, possess one
of the best bullpens in baseball
and it shows in the stats. The trio
of Greg Holland, Wade Davis, and
Kelvin Herrera has been dominant in the postseason, allowing
just 3 runs in 25.2 innings (1.05
ERA). During the regular season,
they became the first trio of pitchers to post an ERA under 1.50
with at least 50 innings thrown
since 1907.
Prediction: Royals in 7. The
series will be decided on who
makes the most clutch plays.
With a more consistent bullpen,
great defense, and home field advantage, I believe the Royals can
achieve that.

Andre Rawls recorded another shutout against Loyola Marymount. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

Follow us
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Go Gaels!

Men’s basketball team predicted to be a fierce WCC competitor
Balance between
youth and
experience
will be key
for the Gaels
this season
by Kevin Brown
Staff Writer
In three weeks, the men’s basketball team will open the 20142015 season with a few new faces.
Transfers Desmond Simmons
from Washington and Aaron
Bright from Stanford will play
vital roles on a team seeking their
third NCAA tournament appearance in four years. Bright will help
fill the void left by Stephen Holt,
who averaged 14 points and connected on 44 percent of his threes
last season. The 5’9” Bright played
in only seven games last season
for the Cardinals, but showed a
knack for scoring, putting up nine
points per contest off the bench.
Simmons, a 6’7” combo-forward
from nearby Richmond, Calif., is a
solid rebounder who can step out
and knock down a 15-footer. With
center Brad Waldow returning to
the lineup, look for him and Simmons to dominate the glass and
offer a diverse scoring threat by
combining the former’s post-up
ability and the latter’s versatile
game.
Also added to Coach Randy
Bennett’s lineup is Joe Coleman, a
6’4” guard who sat out last season

Brad Waldow looks to lead the Gaels to the WCC championship and the NCAA tournament. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

after transferring from Minnesota. As more of a slasher, Coleman
will feed off of Bright, replacing
most of the production from Holt,
along with Jordan Giusti, who
transferred this year.
Entering his 14th season at
Saint Mary’s, Bennett is looking
to build on his 283 career wins and
should have no problems reaching
300 this season. Assuming a starting lineup of Bright, Coleman,
Garrett Jackson, Simmons, and
Waldow, the team will have plenty
of size and should dominate the

paint. The only issue with that
lineup is the lack of three-point
touch, as Bright is the only one of
the five to shoot over 36 percent
in any collegiate season. Newcomer Tyler Harville will look
to add help in the three-point
shooting department, so look for
the freshman to make some solid
contributions this upcoming season. Harville registered 223 career
3-point field goals in high school,
so his play off the bench will be key
for the Gaels this season.
As we inch closer to the Gaels’

first game on Nov. 14 against Division II CSU Los Angeles, keep
an eye on the new additions and
how Coach Bennett uses their
size and athleticism. Fans should
be optimistic about the new players under the leadership of Coach
Bennett.
The Gaels will need to be more
physical to make it to the tournament this year, and the addition of
Desmond Simmons will show immediately, given his physical style
and leadership ability. Getting the
ball in the post position and driv-

ing to the basket will offset their
lack of scoring ability beyond the
arc, and Saint Mary’s should be
able to compete down the stretch
with more talent in the post. In
addition to looking for Coach Bennett’s 300 career wins and another
trip to the NCAA tournament, the
Gaels are once again in the mix
for the WCC title as they look to
knock off Gonzaga. There is plenty
to look forward to this season, but
the home game against the Zags
on Saturday, Feb. 21, should be an
absolute thriller.

Volleyball fights to win first two conference play matches of the season
Saint Mary’s makes two road comebacks againt WCC rivals Portland Pilots and Gonzaga Bulldogs

Saint Mary’s came back twice over the weekend to defeat two WCC foes. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

by Dimitri Quaglierini
Assistant Sports Editor
Struggles for the women’s
volleyball these past few weeks
have been noted, but victories
at Portland and Gonzaga might
bring a change in the team’s
fortune. The Gaels shocked
spectators, as they were widely
considered to be the underdogs
coming into these two matches.
But Saint Mary ’s was able to
overcome the Portland Pilots in
the fifth and deciding set.

The Gaels engineered a fourth
set comeback and then dominated in the fifth set. Natalie Loos
led the team with a match high
15 kills in addition to five blocks.
On the offensive side, Samantha
Tinsley added 12 kills to go along
with a career high 22 digs to help
lead the Gaels to victory. In the
opening of the fourth set, the Pilots got off to an early 10-3 lead.
Midway through the set, Saint
Mary’s trailed 17-10, but they
kept pushing. Alexis Salmons
and Mileva Popovic were two

key players to help lead the
charge in the Gaels’ comeback.
Popovic struck a fierce swing
that tied the match up at 18, and
from there the Gaels were off
and running. After taking four
of the next five points, the visiting Gaels were leading 23-19.
From there, Samantha Tinsley
had two huge shots to help Saint
Mary’s win the crucial fourth
set 25-20.
With plenty of momentum,
the Gaels continued their dominance as they headed to the

fifth set, which they took in a
lopsided victory of 15-6. It was a
late charge by the road warriors
and a much needed victory as
they stunned the home crowd
at Portland. The next road test
for the Gaels came against the
Gonzaga Bulldogs.
Gonzaga, viewed by many as
the perennial favorite entering
this matchup, found themselves
with an unexpected loss after
facing the now 6-12 Gaels. Currently, Gonzaga sits in third
place in the West Coast Confer-

ence standings. It took five sets
for the Gaels to claim the victory
over the Bulldogs. Saint Mary’s
came out on top by scores of
22-25, 25-20, 20-25, 25-22, and
15-13, the game being decided in
a tight fifth set.
Natalie Loos dominated with
a 0.366 hitting percentage and
21 kills. Two freshmen who delivered in these road matchups
were Clare Powers and Mary
Hernandez. Powers set her own
career high stats with 13 kills
and 11 digs, contributing to her
second career double-double.
Both teams struggled to dominate in this match, as the flow
of the game continued to move
back and forth. Overall, this was
a solid victory for the visiting
Gaels as their record improves
to 6-12 overall, with a 2-6 record
in the WCC standings.
Their aggressive approach to
both matchups this past week
proved to serve them well, and
they will look to maintain that
intensity when Santa Clara and
the University of San Francisco
arrive at McKeon Pavilion to
play the Gaels this week. Saint
Mary’s is currently riding a two
game winning streak, which
could reach four if the Gaels are
able to create two major upsets.
Expect Saint Mary’s to come out
firing all cylinders on Thursday
against the Santa Clara Broncos
and Saturday against San Francisco Dons.

